
 

Welcome to the May edition of our reading newsletter dedicated only to books! You 

can find out what we are doing to promote reading across the school, along with 

book recommendations to keep you all busy reading!  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Summer reading challenge! 

 

The annual challenge, delivered by public libraries and The Reading Agency, is 

this year entitled Wild World Heroes and is delivered in partnership with WWF. 

The challenge is all about celebrating and inspiring a love of reading and the 

theme this year celebrates a love of the planet too. More information will be 

given out soon.  

Libraries across Hertfordshire are rolling out a new, free offer ‘Growing into 

Reading’, which aims to encourage children and their families to visit their local 

library this Spring/Summer. Each child visiting a Hertfordshire library from 

Thursday 13th May will be given a giant, brightly coloured ‘Growing into Reading’ 

bookmark and a ‘throw and go’ wildflower seed bomb to take home (whilst 

stocks last). At their next visit to a library, children can get their special 

bookmark stamped to help cultivate a love of reading and to make library visits a 

regular activity. Packs at Hitchin library also include a badge and pencil (again, 

whilst stocks last).  

 



 

  

 

Reading for pleasure 

Our recent pupil voice feedback told us that pupils at Samuel Lucas really 

love reading! We have recently distributed some brand new books 

around school and we’re really pleased to see how enthusiastically they 

have been greeted by the children! 

 
Don’t forget to keep reading at least 5 times a week to be considered for reading stars. 

 

 

 

 

Book recommendations: 

   The Year we muddled through by Lauren Fennemore   
For children, this rhyming story reveals magical rainbows, dancing animals, giant sunflowers and the 

starriest skies. For adults, the book captures the weirdness and wonder of a year where so much 

changed in our world ... and in our households.  

A kind of Spark by Elle McNicholl  
A KIND OF SPARK tells the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns for a memorial in memory of 

the witch trials that took place in her Scottish hometown. Addie knows there’s more to the story of 

these ‘witches’, just like there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge how the people in her town see 

her, and her autism, and make her voice heard? A story about friendship, courage and self-belief, 

perfect for fans of The Goldfish Boy. 

 

Our new top tip!  

Turn on the subtitles! 

Research shows that turning on the subtitles when watching TV can greatly improve your 

child’s reading skills. 

Go to the website to learn more:   https://turnonthesubtitles.org 

According to the experts, from the age of about 6 - 7, as they start to decode words subconsciously, children will 

benefit from reading subtitles. The challenge from then on is about speed, vocabulary, confidence and 

comprehension. Reading subtitles has been proven to be really effective at improving these skills.  

 

So when your child says they would rather watch their favourite programme than sit down with a 

good book, turn on the subtitles!  

https://turnonthesubtitles.org/

