
 

Welcome to the Summer 2021 edition of our reading newsletter. In this edition you 
will find lots of book recommendations from each class. Perhaps you’ll discover a 

new favourite author or be introduced to a classic book you’ve never read!  
 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Summer reading challenge reminder 
 

The annual challenge, delivered by public libraries and The Reading Agency, is 
this year entitled Wild World Heroes and is delivered in partnership with WWF. 

The challenge is all about celebrating and inspiring a love of reading and the 
theme this year celebrates a love of the planet too.  

 
By now, all the children will have watched the video the librarians kindly 
put together to give us all the information we need to participate in the 
reading challenge.  
We look forward to hearing how you get on and hope you all have a 
great time reading lots of fantastic books over the summer! 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Libraries-and-archives/news-and-
campaigns/summer-reading-challenge.aspx 

if you need any more information 



 
  
 

  

 

Book recommendations 
 
EYFS  
Lilac love ‘Supertato’ by Sue Hendra, because he saves the veggies! 
Willow love George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl because George taught Granny 
a lesson. He didn’t like her because she was bossing him around.  
Hazel 
"I would recommend Demon Dentist by David Walliams because sometimes it is scary 
and sometimes it is not. Mrs Root is the dentist, and she is a little bit evil." 
"I would recommend The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by CS Lewis. It is a chapter 
book and Mummy and Daddy take it in turns in reading it to me. It is an interesting book 
because sometimes you don't know what is going to happen and sometimes there are 
cliff-hangers." 
"I would recommend Superworm by Julia Donaldson because it has lots of fun stuff in it. 
There are bugs, a baby toad that tries to cross the road and it is very funny." 
Birch 
"I would recommend The Dog That Saved The World Cup by Phil Earle because it is very 
funny, and the pictures are very good." 
"I would recommend George's Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl because it is very 
magical." 
"I would recommend The World's Worst Children by David Walliams because it is really 
funny. There are good illustrations and you don't know what children will come next!" 
"I would recommend the Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne because there are 
always adventures to be explored." 
Oak 
Benjamin - I recommend 'Dogman' by Dave Pilkey because it's about adventures and I 
think lots of people would enjoy it. 
Florence - I recommend 'Women in Science' by Rachel Ignotofsky because it has lots of 
great facts about women who discovered things.  
Anya - I recommend 'My brother's famous bottom takes off' by Jeremy Strong because 
it's really funny!  
Ash 
We would recommend Diary of a Wimpy Kids by Jeff Kinney because it’s funny and the 
author is really creative. The character also sticks up for people. 
We would also recommend The Runaway Girls by Jaqueline Wilson because it is set in the 
past and the little children are alone in the streets in Victorian times. 
Lastly we recommend Tom Gates by Liz Pichon because it is funny and in one of the 
books they show you how to make smiley toast! 
Elm 
Catherine and Lola recommend Isadora Moon books by Harriet Muncaster because they 
are funny and they give you great ideas for stories.  
Joe likes Looshkin by James Smart because it’s absolutely hilarious! 
Olivia would recommend The Canterville Ghost based on the story by Oscar Wilde, 
because it’s very mysterious and sometimes it can be quite funny.  
 
 

 

You can see from the list of books below what a wide range of books 
and authors everyone at Samuel Lucas is reading. Will you find a new 
favourite in our list?  



 

  

 

Pine recommend: 
Shoe Wars by Liz Pichon - it is a very exciting book because there is one evil woman 
called Wendy and her spoilt son and she takes over the whole town. It's a really funny 
and unusual story.  
Toto the ninja cat and the great snake escape by Dermot O'Leary - this is a really 
funny book and unlike any other book I have read. In each book in this series there are 
different characters and the story changes a lot with each book.  
Rainbow grey by Laura Ellen Enderson - it's a brilliant adventure story where the 
characters live in another world. 
 
Larch 
James: I would recommend Dragon Mountain by Kevin and Katie Tsang because it is 
adventurous and has a fancy feel to it when you read it.  
Frank: I would recommend Skullduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy because it has lots 
of fantasy and magic in it which I think is really interesting.  
Clemie: I would recommend the Adventure Time comic series by Ryan North because 
it's funny and interactive and it really gets you hooked into it.  
 
Maple recommend: 
The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse, by Charles Mackesy, as it appeals to all ages 
and gives us all life lessons. 
The Book of Hopes, edited by Katherine Rundell. We recommend it because it makes 
you hopeful that Covid will actually end.  
The Ickerbog by JK Rowling, because it is funny. 
 
Walnut 
Henry: 'I would recommend the Harry Potter series because the author JK Rowling has 
created a magical (literally) world and tasks are at hand. This is a great series of books 
for everyone.' 
Grace: 'I would recommend David Walliams' Awful Aunty if you like humorous and 
suspenseful texts which I think children of ages 9-10 will enjoy!' 
Emily: 'I have read our class reader ‘A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket 
Book 1: A bad beginning’ which I have loved because it has dramatic, exciting events.’ 

Beech recommend:  

The Beast of Buckingham Palace by David Walliams because it is a long book and there 
is lots of suspense. 

Tom Gates by Liz Pichon because it is written in the first person so it is like a diary of 
their daily life at school and other places, almost like The Diary of the Wimpy Kid. 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio because it is a great book, with great morals and all about a 
person and what is on the inside and how that matters, nothing else. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

If you missed this in the last newsletter, here’s a great idea… if your child would rather sit in 
front of the TV than read a good book: 
Turn on the subtitles! 
Research shows that turning on the subtitles when watching TV can greatly improve your 
child’s reading skills. 
Go to the website to learn more:   https://turnonthesubtitles.org 
  

 

Spruce 
Olly and Floe recommend: 
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell 
This book is very exciting! It's set in the jungle and a plane crashes full of 
children. They have lots of adventures surviving the jungle. We'd recommend it 
for fluent readers, aged 10-15. There's a lot of blood and fire so it's pretty 
intense. 
 
Martha and Keira recommend: 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows  
We'd recommend this book because they are still engaging 20 years after they 
were written. They are classic adventure stories telling the story of a boy 
becoming an adult and this is a journey that is still relevant to us today. 
 
William recommends: 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel by Jeff Kinley 
This is about Greg and Rowley on Valentine's Day. We're almost at secondary 
school and it's fun to read about people who have just started at their next 
school. That'll be us next year! The Diary of a Wimpy books are simple to read 
but very funny. I can't really relate to Greg but he is an ordinary boy having 
adventures and I like this topic. 
 

Reading Stars! 
Congratulations to our Summer 1 winners: Iris in Oak Class and 

Charlie in Pine! A book of your choice is on its way to you! 
We will be doing one more draw at the end of the year - as well as 

some surprise certificates! 
 

To everyone at Samuel Lucas: have a great summer and enjoy reading lots of books! We look forward 
to hearing all about your favourite adventures and the worlds you have visited over the holiday when 

we return in September. Happy reading everyone! 


