
Welcome to the December edition of our reading newsletter. This year, we are making sure every 
child is a fantastic reader who loves to read. Everyone at Samuel Lucas have thought about 

what can be done to make reading EVEN better than before. Have a look at what we are up to so 
far this year. 

  

  

  

 

Wider Reading-it’s not just for the classroom! 
Reading Cloud 

By now, you should have had the opportunity to log into the Reading Cloud and have a quick 
look around. If you have not been able to, the following information will be useful.  

1. https://www.readingcloud.net/# 

2.   Make sure you choose Samuel Lucas School. Your 
Username and Password are your 3 digit library number.  

3. Enjoy exploring new authors and keeping track of your current library books.  
If you are having any issues with logging on, please let your class teacher know. 

 
Next Page Books-Hitchin 

 
We are delighted to tell you that we have joined partnership with our new local 
Hitchin book shop Next Page Books. Next Page Books are also working 
alongside Herts for Learning to ensure schools in the local area have an 
opportunity to access current, high quality, diverse books for children to explore. 
We are very excited about their book lists they have available.  
Here, we are currently making plans for safe visits (to and from the bookshop) 
as well as purchasing some more inclusive books for our libraries.  
Please feel free to search ‘Liz Tye and Julie Anderson’s exciting shop using the 
following information.  
Website: https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/thenextpage  
Social media: @nextpagebooksUK 
Address: 120 Queen St, Hitchin SG4 9TH 
 

 
 



 
  
 

  

 

2021 Kids’ Book Choice Awards Winners 

    
Best Book of the 
Year: Reception-

Year 2 
We Are Water 
Protectors, by 

Carole Lindstrom; 
illus. Michaela 

Goade 

Age 3-8: 
Favourite Early 
Reader Series 
Billie B. Brown 
Series by Sally 
Rippin; illus. Aki 
Fukuoka — The 

Bully Buster 

Age 3-8: Best 
Picture Book 

Duo 
Sarah Janco and 

Blayne Fox, 
creators of The 

Merry Christmas 
Mittens 

Age 3-8: 
Favourite 
Illustrated 
Character 

The Princess in 
Black from The 

Princess in Black 
and the Giant 
Problem, by 

Shannon Hale, 
Dean Hale; illus. 
LeUyen Pham 

   

 

Age 3-8: Best 
Picture Book 

Page 
How to Spot an 

Artist, by Danielle 
Krysa; illus. 

Danielle Krysa 

Best Book of the 
Year: 3rd – 4th 

Grade 
Ways to Make 
Sunshine, by 

Renée Watson; 
illus. Nina Mata 

Best Book of the 
Year: 5th – 6th 

Grade 
Efrén Divided, by 
Ernesto Cisneros 

 

 

Book of the Year: 5th – 6th Grade  



What is new on our website? 
 

Check out 
our 

Reading 
Blog for 

more 
information 

 
Keep children reading with the Winter Mini Challenge 

 
The Reading Agency’s Winter Mini Challenge starts from 1st December and finishes on Sunday 
16 January 2022.  
The Winter Mini Challenge encourages children to keep up their reading habits over the winter 
holidays, with a free-to-access website featuring rewards and incentives for reading and reviewing 
books. The Winter Mini Challenge is run through the Reading Agency year-round children's website 
www.readingagency.co.uk  
To take part, children simply read three books or more - these can be any books of their choice. 
Every time they finish a book, they add it to their Challenge website profile and leave a short book 
review.  
Reaching their online reading goal will unlock a special virtual badge and a new Wild World Hero 
certificate to print off and keep.  
They can also find fun activities, videos, and reading recommendations. Children will be able to 
join the Wild World Heroes (characters from this years Summer Reading Challenge) once again 
as they embark on an Artic Adventure to find out about the creatures that live there and the 
environmental issues facing this remote place.  
Please don’t forget to visit your local library where you will find plenty of new and exciting books to 
choose from and borrow for free over the Christmas holidays and help you take part in the 
challenge. 


